MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING

MEDINAH PARK DISTRICT, DUPAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

August 11, 2021
The Special Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of the Medinah Park District, DuPage County, Illinois was held on Wednesday, August 11, 2021 at the Connolly Recreation Center located at 22W130 Thorndale, Medinah, Illinois.

The meeting was called to order at 6:34 PM by President Jean Ott.

Roll Call was taken showing the following members present:

Commissioners

Jean Ott, President; Maryann Grygiel, Vice-President; John Blankenship, Treasurer;  

     Present:

Irene Jarocinski, Commissioner; Russell Bean, Commissioner.

Commissioners

None
     Absent:

Also Present:
Bruce Baum, Executive Director & Secretary; Vince DeGrado, Supt. of Parks
                                         Public:  Michelle Walsh, Nu-Toys Leisure Products, Kasia Moscicka, Justyne Sobota
Commissioner Ott recognized a quorum.
2021 OSLAD Grant Plan Discussion
President Ott introduced the discussion on the OSLAD Grant application project for Thorndale Park.  Director Baum introduced Michelle Walsh from Nu-Toys Leisure Products as a resource for large scale playground projects/equipment per the suggestion of Architect Tod Stanton.  Director Baum explained the documents provided at each Commissioner’s place related to discussion for this evening.  Architect Stanton provided the staff and board with an example of an equipment project in Frankfort, Illinois.  Commissioner Blankenship asked about the lifetime viability and annual maintenance costs of poured-in-place vs. playground mulch.  Additional discussion items related to the project was the idea of moving the sand volleyball complex and additional shelter to the southern portion of Thorndale Park (across Thorndale Avenue) and eliminating Field #1 from our inventory vs. keeping these project elements on the northern portion of the park and eliminating Field #5 from our inventory.  Pros to this idea include electric power, greater parking, the site being more seeable from the roadway and facilitation upgrades to winter activities (sled hill).   A con to this idea would be the loss of night time volleyball play as there is no sports lighting in south Thorndale.   Can amenities be upgraded for this pavilion?  There is a small wetland buffer area between the train tracks and the present Field #1.  Can picnic table pods be added?  It is best to set a range/cap as relates to finalizing estimated budget costs for Architect Stanton.  Discussion took place related to the cost benefits and playability benefits/ADA benefits regarding poured-in-place vs. mulch for ground cover for the playground.

Citizen input preferred poured in place vs. woodchips for the playground area unless the available MPD funds proved to be a detriment in allowing for this level of ground cover.

The Commissioners, staff and public moved from the building out onto the grounds of Thorndale Park to get a better understanding of placement of design elements related to the Grant application.  Measurements were taken of possible areas where the playground could be located. 

The meeting reconvened inside after spending time on the grounds of Thorndale Park.  Commissioner Ott asked each commissioner about preferred funding levels for the project.  Director Baum reviewed the initial concepts and budget estimates provided by Design Perspectives.  What is the ceiling of budgetary spending the District will allow Tod Stanton to work with in designing the project for the application.  The ceiling will be $400,000 of District dollars.  If less, all the better.           
Other Business:  There was no other business before the Board of Commissioners.
Adjournment:

It was moved by Commissioner Blankenship and seconded by Commissioner Bean to adjourn the special meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Medinah Park District at 7:45 PM.   Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none.

All in favor: ayes – 5  (Ott, Grygiel, Blankenship, Jarocinski, Bean)
Opposed:   nays - 0
Motion Carried.    
Respectfully submitted,  
Bruce E. Baum, Board Secretary
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