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	MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
THE MEDINAH PARK DISTRICT, DUPAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

FEBRUARY 16, 2022

	The Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Medinah Park District, DuPage County, Illinois was held on Wednesday, February 16, 2022 at the Connolly Recreation Center, located at 22W130 Thorndale Avenue, Medinah, Illinois.                                     

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM by President Jean Ott.                                                                        

Roll Call was taken showing the following members present:                     

Commissioners    Jean Ott, President; John Blankenship, Treasurer; Irene
Present:                Jarocinski, Commissioner; Russell Bean, Commissioner 
Commissioner     Maryann Grygiel, Vice-President
Absent:

Also Present:     
 Bruce Baum, Executive Director/Secretary; Vincent DeGrado,                                                                                                                                       

                            Superintendent of Parks; Frank Wendling, Supt. of Recreation;
                            Maria Piworski, Supt. of Finance/HR; Mark Goode, Safety Coord.
                                  General Public: Joe Furlong, Gokhan Cukurova, Anna Rakowski
Commissioner Ott recognized a quorum.        

Commissioner Ott led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Commissioner Ott asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Agenda.  It was moved by Commissioner Blankenship and seconded by Commissioner Bean to approve the Agenda as presented.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none.   
ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye:         Jean Ott, John Blankenship, Irene Jarocinski, Russell Bean         
Nay:         None

Absent:    Maryann Grygiel
Motion Carried.

It was moved by Commissioner Ott and seconded by Commissioner Blankenship to adjourn the Regular Meeting to go into the Annual Budget and Appropriations Ordinance Public Hearing at 7:04PM.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none.

ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye:        John Blankenship, Irene Jarocinski, Russell Bean,  Jean Ott
Nay:        None
Absent:   Maryann Grygiel
Motion Carried.

The Public Hearing related to the Annual Budget and Appropriations Ordinance for fiscal year 2022 was held.  There was a review of Ordinance 22-1: The Combined Annual Budget and Appropriations Ordinance by Executive Director Baum, comments and questions from the Commissioners, reading of any public comments received (none) and comments and questions from the audience (none).  Commissioner Jarocinski asked if any one stopped in to review the Ordinance.  She also asked about the length of time that Commissioners had the documents.  Ex. Director Baum stated that commissioners had the document in excess of 40 days prior to this evenings meeting.
It was moved by Commissioner Blankenship and seconded by Commissioner Ott to adjourn the Annual Budget and Appropriations Ordinance Public Hearing and reconvene the Regular Meeting at 7:10PM.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none.  All Commissioners are still in attendance.
ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye:       John Blankenship, Russel Bean, Jean Ott
Nay:       None

Abstain: Irene Jarocinski

Absent:  Maryann Grygiel
Motion Carried. 

It was moved by Commissioner Bean and seconded by Commissioner Blankenship to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of January 12, 2022 as presented.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  Commissioner Jarocinski asked that an addition be placed in the minutes under Past Bills regarding possible upgrades/additional information to our employee time clocks.  There was also one small date correction on page 3.
ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye:         Irene Jarocinski, Russell Bean, Jean Ott, John Blankenship         

Nay:         None

Absent:    Maryann Grygiel
Motion Carried.

It was moved by Commissioner Blankenship and seconded by Commissioner Bean to approve the Executive Session Meeting Minutes of January 12, 2022 as presented.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none.

ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye:       Russell Bean, Jean Ott, John Blankenship, Irene Jarocinski

Nay:       None

Absent:  Maryann Grygiel
Motion Carried.

Commissioner Ott asked if there was any Written/Verbal Correspondence.   Director Baum read an email correspondence from a citizen Svabas asking about the District’s mask mandates related to COVID-19.  Commissioner Ott has heard positive comments from the public on the MPD’s Sled Hill and Skating Rink.     
Citizen Cukurova commented on the MPD’s response to his previous FOIA request.  He also presented additional written communication to the Board and administrative staff related to a new FOIA request.  Director Baum informed Mr. Cukurova that he is required to fill out a formal request form and that he will be in touch with Mr. Cukurova on the particulars. 
It was moved by Commissioner Blankenship and seconded by Commissioner Ott to approve the payment of past bills dated January 12, 2022 totaling $13,906.71.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none.
ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye:        Jean Ott, John Blankenship, Irene Jarocinski, Russell Bean
Nay:        None

Absent:   Maryann Grygiel
Motion Carried.
It was moved by Commissioner Jarocinski and seconded by Commissioner Blankenship to approve the payment of past bills dated January 19, 2022 totaling $3,846.11.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none.
ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye:        John Blankenship, Irene Jarocinski, Russell Bean, Jean Ott
Nay:        None

Absent:   Maryann Grygiel
Motion Carried.

It was moved by Commissioner Bean and seconded by Commissioner Blankenship to approve the payment of past bills dated February 4, 2022 totaling $4,243.06.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none.

ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye:          John Blankenship, Irene Jarocinski, Russell Bean, Jean Ott

Nay:          None

Absent:     Maryann Grygiel

Motion Carried.

It was moved by Commissioner Blankenship and seconded by Commissioner Bean to approve the payment of Future Bills dated February 16, 2022 totaling $24,876.70.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none.
ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye:        Russell Bean, Jean Ott, John Blankenship
Nay:        None

Abstain:  Irene Jarocinski

Absent:   Maryann Grygiel
Motion Carried.

It was moved by Commissioner Bean and seconded by Commissioner Ott to approve Salaries, Social Security, Medicare and IMRF (liability) for the month ending January 31, 2022 totaling $49,170.10.   Commissioner Ott asked for discussion. There was none.
ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye:        Russell Bean, Jean Ott, John Blankenship, Irene Jarocinski
Nay:        None

Absent:   Maryann Grygiel
Motion Carried.

Commissioner Blankenship read the Park District’s Treasurer’s Report for the date (month) ending January 31, 2022.    The monthly Treasurer’s Report will be placed on file for future auditing purposes.                          

Commissioner Ott asked Supt. DeGrado about a mention in his report on the removal of dead Ash Trees at Meacham Creek Park.  Quotes are being received.  Commissioner Bean asked about use of wood for mulching.  Supt. DeGrado mentioned wood can be used, once completely dry, as firewood.  
Commissioner Jarocinski asked about the Facility rental detail within the Recreation Report.  The information is located in the rental information based upon various group’s usage.  Commissioner Ott felt it may not be necessary to go into quite so much detail and thought attaining percentage comparisons (vs. dollar amounts) from the same month of the previous year could be useful.  
Commissioner Ott asked about the progress of the 2021 fiscal audit.  All field work has been completed.  She thanked and thanked/congratulated Supt. Piworksi for her efforts in maintaining the District’s GFOA Certificate of Achievement Award again for fiscal year 2020.  This is the 3rd consecutive year attaining the award.  All District plaques/awards will eventually be moved from the interior hallway to a different location in the building.  
There were no questions related to the Risk Management Report.
No report was given.
Director Baum highlighted a few NEDSRA activities in his report.
Director Baum stated that Statements of Economic Interest are due by May 2.  These forms must be completed (via website or mail and returned to the County Clerk’s Office) no later than May 2, 2022.  Additional questions will be part of the Statement this year. 
Director Baum mentioned that the Park District is in its last year of a five(5) year contract with Sikich, LLC related to handling our annual fiscal audit.
 Staff provided the titles of education sessions taken during the annual IPRA/IAPD Conference in late January, 2022.  Staff thanks the Park Board for allowing for attendance at this year’s conference.  
The monthly Activity/Project Log was included in an email communication to all Commissioners.  MPD is currently still working with the Village of Roselle to determine if we wish to be part of their 2022 asphalting road projects as relates to our various parking lots, primarily the Metra West lot.
MPD is currently staying on top of assumed State of Illinois updates on mask mandates within public facilities.  It looks as if the mandates will be partially dropped as of February 28, 2022.  The District will follow all new guidelines. 

Director Baum updated the Commissioners on the work to date progress regarding the Nordic Park playground project.  Work still to be accomplished includes installation of the swing set bays, the pavilion, picnic tables, bike racks, landscaping trees, concrete work and power washing of the 2-5 year old play equipment.  Commissoner Ott asked about an approximate completion date.  Commissioner Jarocinksi asked about the tree installation and wondered why we are adding trees at Nordic.  Director Baum reminded the Board that the entire tree canopy at Nordic is presently Ash Trees and there is no guarantee of continued health of these trees.
Safety Coordinator Mark Goode provided his annual Risk Management Report to the Board of Commissioners for fiscal year 2021. 

The Park District is beginning the process of moving forward with the Meacham Creek improvement project.  We have requested and await a professional services proposal from Design Perspectives, Inc.  Staff and Commissioners visited various nature themed play equipment manufacturers and education signage manufacturers at the recent state conference.  There is presently a $40-45,000 budget for this year.  We will seek input from the general public as well.
Commissioner Ott commented that during the IAPD Conference, many districts use a Consent Agenda to help move along the meeting at a quicker pace.  The Consent Agenda would include the approval of minutes and fiscal billing under one motion, second and Roll Call.  She wished to attain input from the other Board members on use of this type of agenda item.   This could begin with the March board meeting.
Commissioner Ott asked if there were any Commissioner Comments.   Commissioner Bean mentioned he attained information at the annual conference on programming for veterans and is of the hope the District can provide, with investigation, more opportunities specifically tied to veterans in the area.   Commissioner Jarocinski asked about the repair to one of the pickup trucks.  Commissioner Ott mentioned the Silver Slippers program for older citizens.  She thanked the Board for attendance at the Annual Conference.  She again reminded the Board about the need to not overstep their responsibilities as related to Park District operations.  Requests must go through the Executive Director and not to individual staff members.  Request for district reports needs to be requested during Commissioner Comments.  Appointments can be set up with Director Baum.  She also noticed a job announcement for a front desk receptionist.  Brooks Wogelius will be leaving the District for other opportunities.  
Mr. Cukurova asked about the Rec Center’s basement sump pump system and wished to make sure the absent Vice President received his packet of information distributed earlier in the evening.  Joe Furlong from BSA Troop 95 mentioned he would now be the organizations primary contact with Park District.  Citizen Rackowski commented on the Meacham Creek Park project wishing to attain a timeline for future progress on the park project.  She expressed her frustrations with the District related to lack of priority for this project.
There was no old/unfinished business before the Board of Commissioners.
It was moved by Commissioner Blankenship and seconded by Commissioner Bean to approve Ordinance 22-1, an Ordinance approving the Combined Budget and Appropriations of the Medinah Park District, DuPage County, Illinois for its fiscal year of January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2022.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none.
ROLL CALL VOTE:
Aye:       Jean Ott, John Blankenship, Russell Bean
Nay:       None
Abstain: Irene Jarocinski

Absent:  Maryann Grygiel
Motion Carried.

It was moved by Commissioner Ott and seconded by Commissioner Blankenship to approve Payout #1 to Hacienda Landscaping, Inc. in the total amount of $60,331.50 for work finalized to date at the Nordic Park Playground Re-development project.  

ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye:         John Blankenship, Irene Jarocinski, Russell Bean, Jean Ott

Nay:         None

Absent:    Maryann Grygiel

Motion Carried.

It was moved by Commissioner Blankenship and seconded by Commissioner Bean to approve Resolution 22-3, a resolution approving a contract between the Medinah Park District and Graf Tree Care, Inc. for Emerald Ash Borer Management and Preventative Treatment.
ROLL CALL VOTE:

Aye:       John Blankenship, Irene Jarocinski, Russell Bean, Jean Ott
Nay:       None

Absent:  Maryann Grygiel
Motion Carried.

There was no Other Business before the Board of Commissioners. 
It was moved by Commissioner Blankenship and seconded by Commissioner Bean to adjourn the regular meeting of February 16, 2022 at 8:26pm.  Commissioner Ott asked for discussion.  There was none.
All in favor: 4 ayes (JO, JB, IJ, RB)
Opposed: 0 nays
Motion Carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Bruce E. Baum, Secretary          

 ____________________________________
   Secretary                                                              Date  _______________________

                            ____________________________________________
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